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REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE
on
COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

The scope of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Agriculture, and Nat-
ural Resources is very broad and impacts almost every resident and busi-
ness in the Commonwealth of Virginia. I want to thank the members of the
Subcommittee for their hard work and diligence and believe that the rec-
ommendations in this report will put Virginia in an even stronger position
to meet the challenges of a changing economy as well as a changing cli-
mate.

Mr. Chairman, in the area of Commerce, the Subcommittee’s recom-
mendations represent a continued commitment to community and eco-
nomic development. We propose significant investments in affordable
housing, broadband deployment, and business expansion projects
throughout Virginia.

One of our major focus areas is ensuring that Virginia remains a
leader in research and idea generation. It is not enough that Virginia simp-
ly responds to changing markets. Rather, for us to compete globally, we
need to invest in the type of research that will actually drive competition
and entrepreneurship. We are especially pleased to recommend full fund-
ing for the programs, existing funds, and Centers of Excellence that will be-
come part of the Virginia Innovation Partnership Authority. This partner-
ship will consolidate the state’s research and start-up activities under one
organization and ensure that we are using our resources in an effective and
strategic manner.

Our recommended budget package includes investments in Virgin-
ia’s Department of Labor and Industry to strengthen its labor law division
to investigate and enforce issues like the minimum wage, nonpayment of



wages, and worker misclassification. Our investments in all of these areas
will help create an economic environment that works for all Virginians.

In the area of Natural Resources, the Subcommittee report contains
significant investments designed to protect and enhance the quality of the
Commonwealth’s air and water resources — as well as preserving open
space for the use and enjoyment of future generations.

To meet our water quality obligations under the Chesapeake Bay
Agreement, the Subcommittee includes nearly $88 million to be deposited
in the Water Quality Improvement Fund over the biennium. This includes
more than $35 million each year for agricultural best management practic-
es. Equally important, the budget seeks to establish a stable base of fund-
ing for Soil and Water Conservation Districts that will allow them to better
assist the agricultural community in meeting Virginia’s 2025 targets for nu-
trient reductions in the Chesapeake Bay.

To support the Commonwealth’s land preservation activities, the
Subcommittee supports the full $20 million each year to be provided to the
Virginia Land Conservation Foundation. The Subcommittee also recom-
mends fully funding the amounts requested in House Bill 30 for farmland
and battlefield preservation.

The Subcommittee’s report is contained in the attachment before you.
Committee staff will review the report in more detail at this time, and I
hope it will be the Committee’s pleasure to adopt the report.



Respectfully Submitted by the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Commerce, Agriculture, & Natural Resources
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Budget Amendment Recommendations

2020-22 BIENNIAL TOTAL

House Bill 29 General Nongeneral
Amendment FY 2020 Fund Fund FTE
COMMERCE AND TRADE
HB 29
Interfund Transfers
GO Virginia FY18 & FY19 Competitive Grant Balances ($12.7M) Language
Revert COF to the General Fund ($10M) Language
HB 30 (2020-22 Budget)
Secretary of Commerce and Trade
Paid Family and Medical Leave Assessment Language
Economic Development Incentive Payments
Adjust Motion Picture Opportunity Fund (7,000,000)
Adjust VJIP Funding (4,000,000)
Department of Housing and Community Development
HTF Focus on Permanent Supportive Housing Language
VATI Language Language 3.00
Reduce Community Center Planning Funding (3,000,000)
Work Group on AED Density in Commercial and Residential Buildings Language
Department of Labor and Industry
Minimum Wage Enforcement 1,030,462 5.00
Public Employee Relations Board 1,000,000 3.00
Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy
Office of Offshore Wind Language
Proposed Financing Program (10,000,000)
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation
Registration of Student Athlete Agents 274,158 1.00
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Increase support for the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program 5,000,000
Customized Workforce Solution Program Language
Virginia Tourism Authority
Reflect Funding for Welcome Centers Language
Birthplace of Country Music 50,000
Virginia Innovation Partnership Authority
Restore Commonwealth Cyber Initiative / Fully Fund Initiatives at Chapter 854 Levels 18,450,000
Department of Aviation
Aviation Opportunity Fund Language
Total: HB 29/30 $ - $ 1,530,462 $ 274,158 12.00




Budget Amendment Recommendations

2020-22 BIENNIAL TOTAL

House Bill 29 General Nongeneral
Amendment FY 2020 Fund Fund FTE
AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES
HB 29
Central Appropriations
Remove Historic Resources Greensville Appropriation from FY 2020 (70,000)
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Technical Correction and Elimination of Increase Language
HB 30 (2020-22 Budget)
Legislative Department
Study on Economic Consequences of Weather-Related Events 50,000
Department Of Agriculture And Consumer Services
Increase Deposit to the Wine Promotion Fund 888,642
Virginia Food Access Investment Program and Fund 5,800,000
Local Food and Farming Infrastructure Fund 200,000
Wildlife Damage Management Plan 180,000
Secretary of Natural Resources
Environmental Justice Workgroup Language
Department of Conservation and Recreation
Direct Stable SWCD Technical Assistance in Introduced Budget Language
Masons Neck State Park Staffing 804,000 5.00
Pocahontas State Park - New Cabin O&M 304,546
Riverfront Park 2,000,000
Mason Neck State Park Water 1,800,000
Virginia Outdoors Foundations 3,800,000
Department of Environmental Quality
Phase In New Water Program Positions (693,000)
Technical Review of Point Source Nutrient Reductions Language
Regional Water Resource Planning 462,000
Nutrient Removal Grants Language
Phase in Proposed Air Program Positions (231,000)
Phase In Proposed Communications Positions (1,000,000)
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Back Bay Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Language
Department of Historic Resources
Battlefield Preservation Fund 500,000
Underwater Archaeology Program 318,958
Woodville School 100,000
Center for African-American History and Culture 1,000,000
Saint Paul's College Museum and Archives 50,000
Greensville County Training School 70,000
Amend Language to Provide Funding to Albemarle County Language
Historical African American Graves and Cemeteries Language
Transfer Montpelier Funding Included in Introduced Budget 2,000,000
Restore Confederate Graves Funding 167,140
Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Foundation 50,000
Total: HB 29/30 $ (70,000) $ 14,821,286  $ 3,800,000 5.00




Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 29, as Introduced

Item 373 #1h

Natural Resources
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Language

Language:

Page 169, line 29, unstrike "$15,500,000".
Page 169, line 30, strike "$17,200,000".

Explanation:

(This amendment removes a proposed $1.7 million increase in the transfer of general
fund revenues to the Game Protection Fund.)

Item 475 #3h
Central Appropriations FY18-19 FY19-20
Central Appropriations $0 ($70,000) GF

Language:

Page 204, line 9, strike "$78,615,673" and insert "$78,545,673".

Page 209, after line 33, insert:

"U. The Direct, Department of Planning and Budget, shall revert to the general fund the
amounts provided in Item 374, Paragraph M of Chapter 854, 2019 Acts of Assembly."

Explanation:

(This amendment reverts to the general funds amounts provided for historic preservation
in Chapter 854. A companion amendment to House Bill 30 re-appropriates these funds
the first year.)

Item 3-1.01 #2h

Transfers
Interfund Transfers Language

Language:

On page 244, after line 31, insert:

"PP. On or before June 30, 2020, the State Comptroller shall transfer to the general fund
an amount estimated at $12,706,315 from Special Fund balances of the Virginia Growth
and Opportunity Fund."

Explanation:
(This amendment reverts $12,706,315 in unused FY 2018 and FY 2019 balances for
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Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 29, as Introduced

competitive GO Virginia grant projects to the general fund.)

Item 3-1.01 #5h

Transfers
Interfund Transfers Language
Language:

On page 244, line 28 strike "Commonwealth's Development Opportunity Fund" and insert
"general fund"

Explanation:

(This amendment reverts $10,000,000 to the general fund related to the sale real property in
Loudoun and Fairfax County.)




Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Item 10 #1h
Legislative Department FY20-21 FY21-22
Joint Commission on Technology $25,000 $25,000 GF

and Science
Language:

Page 17, line 18, strike "$227,514" and insert "$252,514".
Page 17, line 18, strike "$227,514" and insert "$252,514".

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $25,000 each year from the general fund for the Joint
Commission on Technology and Science to complete a study on the economic
consequences of weather-related events, pursuant to House Joint Resolution 47 of the
2020 Session of the General Assembly.)

Item 97 #1h
Agriculture and Forestry FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Agriculture and $444,321 $444,321 GF

Consumer Services
Language:

Page 85, line 29, strike "$22,050,922" and insert "$22,495,243".
Page 85, line 29, strike "$22,092,585" and insert "$22,536,906".
Page 85, line 29, strike "$22,050,922" and "$22,092,585" and insert:
"$22,495,243" and "$22,536,906".

Page 85, line 36, strike "$7,272,047" and "$7,272,047 and insert:
"$7,716,368" and "$7,716,368".

Page 86, line 27, strike "$2,337,924" and "$2,337,924" and insert:
"$2,782,245"and "$2,782,245".

Explanation:

(This amendment provides additional appropriation for deposit to the Wine Promotion
Fund based on updated cider liter tax collections attributable to the sale of Virginia
cider. Collections attributable to Virginia wine and cider are required to be deposited to
the Wine Promotion Fund pursuant to § 4.1-235, Code of Virginia.)

Item 98 #1h

Agriculture and Forestry FY20-21 FY21-22



Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Department of Agriculture and $5,800,000 $0 GF
Consumer Services

Language:

Page 86, line 46, strike "$1,233,692" and insert "$7,033,692".

Page 87, after line 13, insert:

"Q. Out of the amounts in this item, $5,800,000 the first year from the general fund is provided
for the Department to operate the Virginia Food Access Investment Program consistent with the
provisions of House Bill 1509 of the 2020 Session of the General Assembly. Of this amount,
$500,000 is to be used by the Department to establish a Food Access Coordinator to support
improving health food access for communities with limited access to fresh locally grown
products, and to increase the number of SNAP retailers participating in the Virginia Fresh
Match Incentive Program."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $5.8 million the first year from the general fund for VDACS to
establish and operate the Virginia Food Access Investment Program pursuant to House Bill
1509. The bill would authorize VDACS to identify eligible food access projects and provide
grants for the construction, rehabilitation, equipment upgrades, or expansion of grocery stores,
small food retailers, and innovative food retail projects, defined in the bill, in underserved
communities. Of the amounts provided, $500,000 is provided for the agency to create a Food
Access Coordinator position, to support improving healthy food access for communities with
limited access to fresh locally grown products.)

Item 98 #3h
Agriculture and Forestry FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Agriculture and $200,000 $0 GF

Consumer Services
Language:

Page 86, line 46, strike "$1,233,692" and insert "$1,433,692".

Page 87, after line 13, insert:

"Q. Out of the amounts in this item, $200,000 the first year from the general fund is provided
for the Local Food and Farming Infrastructure Fund, consistent with the provisions of House
Bill 1034 of the 2020 Session of the General Assembly."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $200,000 the first year from the general fund to establish the Local
Food and Farming Infrastructure Fund pursuant to House Bill 1034.)




Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Item 99 #1h
Agriculture and Forestry FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Agriculture and $90,000 $90,000 GF

Consumer Services
Language:
Page 87, line 14, strike "$4,958,711" and insert "$5,048,711".
Page 87, line 14, strike "$4,395,211" and insert "$4,485,211".
Page 87, after line 33, insert:
"C. Out of the amounts in this item, $90,000 the first year and $90,000 the second year from the

general fund is provided for the state match to the federal appropriation for the Virginia
Cooperative Wildlife Management Program."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $90,000 each year from the general fund to restore the state match
for the federal appropriation to the Cooperative Wildlife Damage Management Program.)

Item 111 #1h

Commerce and Trade
Secretary of Commerce and Trade Language

Language:

Page 93, after line 25, insert:

"D.1. The Chief Workforce Development Advisor and Secretary of Commerce and Trade are
hereby directed to analyze the development, implementation and costs of a statewide paid
family and medical leave program for all employers including the Commonwealth of Virginia.
In conducting this assessment, the designated secretariats shall: (i) research other states that
have fully implemented paid family and medical leave; (ii) quantify economic impact on
businesses and workers if a paid family and medical leave was implemented; (iii) develop an
operating plan which includes designated agency or entity, staffing needs, technology
requirements, implementation timeline and business practices; (iv) identify resources needed to
implement a statewide program; and (v) research start up loans for paid leave programs in other
states and loan payback. Such analysis shall be reported to the Governor, the Chairs of House
Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees on or before September 30,
2020.

2. In completing the study required in paragraph D.1. of this item, the Chief Workforce
Development Advisor and Secretary of Commerce and Trade shall convene a workgroup of
industry stakeholders. Such stakeholders may include, but not be limited to, representatives
from small business organizations, chambers of commerce, labor, insurance industry and
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Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

national experts on family leave.
Explanation:

(This amendment directs the Chief Workforce Development Advisor and Secretary of
Commerce and Trade to conduct an assessment on enacting a Virginia Paid Family Medical
Leave program in Virginia.)

Item 112 #1h
Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Economic Development Incentive ($3,500,000) ($3,500,000) GF
Payments
Language:

Page 93, line 31, strike "$79,973,533" and insert "$76,473,533".
Page 93, line 31, strike "$57,203,283" and insert "$53,703,283".
Page 94, line 36, strike "$6,500,000" and "$6,500,000" and insert:
"$3,000,000" and "$3,000,000".

Explanation:

(This amendment level sets the appropriation for the Governor's Motion Picture Opportunity
Fund.)

Item 112 #2h

Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Economic Development Incentive ($2,000,000) ($2,000,000) GF
Payments

Language:

Page 93, line 31, strike "$79,973,533" and insert "$77,973,533".
Page 93, line 31, strike "$57,203,283" and insert "$55,203,283".
Page 95, line 7, strike "$4,669,833" and "$4,669,833" and insert:
"$2,669,833" and "$2,669,833".

Explanation:

(This amendment level sets the appropriation for the Virginia Jobs Investment Program.)

Item 113 #1h



Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Commerce and Trade
Department of Housing and Community Development Language
Language:

Page 97, line 8 after "families" strike "." and insert:

"to expand permanent supportive housing."

Page 97, line 14 after "fund" strike "." and insert:

"(iv) the progress in expanding permanent supportive housing options."

Explanation:

(This amendment adds language to ensure a focus on permanent supportive housing option in
deploying resources from the Housing Trust Fund.)

Item 114 #1h
Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Housing and 3.00 3.00 FTE

Community Development
Language:

Page 100, line 17, strike ", and".

Page 100, line 19, strike "requirements." and insert:

"requirements, and, (v) require investment from the private sector partner in the project prior to
making any award from the fund for an amount no less than 15 percent of the total project cost."
Page 100, after line 30, insert:

"5. Out of the amounts provided, the Department may use up to 1.1 percent of the appropriation
in each year to cover the administrative costs of the program."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides three positions in the second year for administration of the program,
and provides language that the Department may use up to 1.1 percent of the fund appropriated
in this item for administrative costs.)

Item 114 #2h
Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Housing and ($1,000,000) ($2,000,000) GF

Community Development

Language:



Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Page 97, line 48, strike "$115,738,362" and insert "$114,738,362".
Page 97, line 48, strike "$116,738,362" and insert "$114,738,362".
Page 101, strike lines 28 through 33.

Explanation:

(This amendment reduces the funding provided in the introduced budget for planning and
capital campaign efforts to build, rehabilitate, or repurpose community centers in both
Accomack County and Northampton County.)

Item 116 #1h

Commerce and Trade
Department of Housing and Community Development Language

Language:

Page 102, after line 5, insert:

"A. The Department of Housing and Community Development shall establish a workgroup to
study the ideal Automated External Defibrillator (AED) density in commercial and residential
buildings. The Department shall report its findings to the Chairs of the House Appropriations
Committee and the Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee on or before November 1,
2021."

Explanation:

(This amendment directs the Department of Housing and Community Development to establish
a workgroup to study the ideal Automated External Defibrillator (AED) density in commercial
and residential buildings.)

Item 120 #1h

Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Labor and Industry $515,231 $515,231 GF
5.00 5.00 FTE
Language:

Page 102, line 36, strike "$1,176,461" and insert "$1,691,692".

Page 102, line 36, strike "$1,176,461" and insert "$1,691,692".

Page 102, after line 39, insert:

"A. Out of the amounts in this item, $515,231 in the first year and $515,231 in the second year
from the general fund and five positions shall be provided to investigate and enforce minimum
wage violations."



Committee Approved Amendments to House Bill 30, as Introduced

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $515,231 in each year from the general fund and five positions
pursuant to the passage of House Bill 395 in the 2020 General Assembly session, which
increases the minimum wage in Virginia to $15 per hour by 2025.)

Item 120 #2h

Commerce and Trade FY20-21 FY21-22
Department of Labor and Industry $500,000 $500,000 GF
3.00 3.00 FTE
Language:

Page 102, line 36, strike "$1,176,461" and insert "$1,676,461".

Page 102, line 36, strike "$1,176,461" and insert "$1,676,461".

Page 120, after line 39, insert:

"A. Out of the amounts provided in this item, $500,000 in the first year and $500,000 in the
second year and three positions shall be provided to establish and operate the Employee Public
Relations Board."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $500,000 from the general fund in each year and three positions
pursuant the passage of House Bill 582, which creates the Public Employee Relations Board.)

Item 125 #2h

Commerce and Trade
Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy Language
Language:

Page 104, after line 38, insert:
"D. Out of this appropriation, $275,000 the first year and $275,000 the second year from the
general fund is provided to establish the Office of Offshore Wind."

Explanation:

(This amendment sets out $275,000 each year in general funds included in the introduced
budget to establish the Office of Offshore Wind in the Department of Mines, Minerals, and
Energy.)

Item 125 #3h








































































