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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

The scope of this Subcommittee is broad, but I will try to make my 
remarks brief. First, I am very pleased to report that the subcommittee has 
been provided the necessary resources to expand support for efforts to im­
prove water quality and protect Virginia's open spaces. 

The Subcommittee recommends supplementing the funding included 
in House Bill 1400 for the water quality improvement with an additional 
$10.7 million of general fund support. This ensures that even without sur­
plus funds to support WQIF deposits, we maintain our commitment to im­
plementing agricultural best management practices and supporting other 
nonpoint source pollution control projects. The amendment will provide a 
total of $16.5 million for the Natural Resources Commitment Fund for" Ag 
BMPs'', and $1.6 million for Soil and Water Conservation District technical 
assistance in fiscal year 2016, equal to the funding included in the current 
year. 

We also recommend providing an additional $6 million in fiscal year 
2016 for land conservation efforts. This includes an additional $1.0 million 
each for the Office of Farmland Preservation and the Civil War Historic 
Site Preservation Fund, and an increase of $4.0 million for the Virginia 
Land Conservation Foundation. 

Mr. Chairman, next I will touch briefly on the Subcommittee's efforts 
in the area of Agriculture and Forestry. Virginia's largest industry benefits 
from even modest increases in support. I am pleased to report that the 
subcommittee amendments would eliminate the proposed fee increases for 
the VDACS weights and measures and non-restaurant food establishment 
programs, restores state support for the coyote control program, and elim-
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inate the practice of using self-generated Commodity Board revenues to 
support the general fund. 

Moving next to Commerce and Trade - over the past five years we 
have worked hard to reinvest and make job creation the top priority of 
state government. To support the continued attraction of new and expand­
ing businesses, we retained the Governor's request for an additional $20.7 
million in funding for the Governor's Development Opportunity Fund. 
This will provide the Governor with $40.6 million to market our great 
Commonwealth, the largest biennial investment ever made for this Fund. 
It is our hope that we will all reap the benefits of increased employment in 
all corners of the state. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, our Commonwealth has a unique opportuni­

ty to benefit from growing our advanced manufacturing sector. To contin­

ue this progress, the Subcommittee recommends restoring $1.5 million for 

the Commonwealth Center for Advanced Manufacturing to begin facility 

planning in parallel with the federal application for a $25.0 million EDA 

grant which would support the development of an apprentice academy 

and four regional centers of excellence. This will help create the technical 

workforce needed to fill the demands of medium- and high-skilled jobs. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you and the members of this Commit­
tee for supporting our efforts. Now, I will ask staff to take you through our 
detailed recommendations, and then I hope it will be your pleasure to 
adopt our Subcommittee report. 
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provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2019 if no entertainment venue exists 

in Stafford County upon which the tax authorized is imposed." 

Explanation: 
(This amendment authorizes the County of Stafford to impose an admissions tax on 

any new entertainment venue commencing operations after July 1, 2015, on at least 75 

acres of property. The tax may not exceed 10% of the admissions charge.) 




