Agriculture and Forestry
Proposed Adjustments as Introduced
($ in millions)



FY 2015 Proposed
GF
NGF

FY 2016 Proposed
GF
NGF

2014‐16 Base Budget, Ch. 806
Proposed increases
Proposed decreases
$ Net Change
HB/SB 30, as Introduced
% Change

$46.5
4.7
0.0
4.7
$51.2
10.1%

$41.0
1.9
0.0
1.9
$42.9
4.7%

$46.5
5.3
0.0
5.3
$51.8
11.4%

$41.0
1.9
0.0
1.9
$42.9
4.7%

FTEs
# Change

497.59
7.00

318.41
15.00

498.59
8.00

318.41
15.00

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services


Computer Security Standards. Provides $531,325 GF the first year and $379,736
GF the second year and 1.0 FTE position for an application engineer position,
server upgrades and procurement of disaster recovery services for the agency’s
computer systems.



Enhance Food Safety Inspection Program. Proposes $262,409 GF the first year and
$270,047 GF the second year and 3.0 FTE positions to increase the number of food
safety inspectors to reduce the number of retail food establishments that each
inspector must cover.



Governor’s Agriculture and Forestry Industries Development Fund. Proposes an
additional $250,000 GF each year to be deposited into the AFID fund for grants to
support localities in attracting and expanding agriculture and forestry processing
and manufacturing facilities. The additional amounts would be dedicated to local
economic development efforts related to agribusiness, leaving $1.0 million GF
each year for specific incentive packages.



Weights and Measures Inspections. Proposes an increase of $267,768 GF the first
year and $220,038 GF the second year and 3.0 FTE positions for the Weights and
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Measures program to increase the frequency of inspection of each weights and
measures device. This continues a multi‐year effort to phase‐in additional
positions to reduce the time between inspections.





Accreditation of Animal Health Laboratories. Proposes $203,774 GF the second
year to support efforts to obtain national accreditation of the agency’s animal
health laboratories to ensure Virginia livestock and poultry remain trusted and
competitive in domestic and international markets.



Virginia Wine Promotion Fund. Proposes an increase of $62,433 GF each year to
the fund to reflect increased wine liter tax collections that are dedicated by statute
to the fund, bringing the total to $1.8 million per year.



Commodity Grading Services. Proposes an increase of $1.2 million NGF each year
and 15.0 FTE positions to support grading and inspection services for commodity
exports. These positions are supported by fees paid by producers, revenue from
which has increased as exports have grown. As exports have grown, so has the
need for additional inspectors.



Eliminate Charitable Gaming Positions. Proposes a reduction of $150,000 GF
each year in Central Appropriations from elimination of 2.0 FTE positions in the
Charitable Gaming inspection and enforcement unit. Funding for these positions
was provided by the 2013 General Assembly but the Administration never
authorized filling of the positions and the agency proposed the strategy as part of
the reduction plans submitted this fall.



Supplant GF for Grain Marketing Positions. Proposes a reduction of $132,000 GF
each year in Central Appropriations from supplanting general funds with fees
charged to producers. A corresponding amendment within the Department’s
budget authorizes 15 additional NGF FTEs.

Department of Forestry


Reforestation of Timberlands. Provides an increase of $485,782 GF the first year
and $999,500 GF the second year for the Reforestation of Timberlands program.
This would fully fund the state’s matching share of the program in the second
year. Also provides $200,000 NGF each year from anticipated increases in forest
products tax revenue based on increased sales of forest products.



Forest Firefighting Equipment. Provides $500,000 GF each year for debt service
payments to allow the Department to purchase about $4.4 million in additional
wildfire emergency response equipment through the Master Equipment Lease
Purchase (MELP) program. A related amendment in Capital Outlay provides
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$760,000 in bond authorization the first year to build 24 garages in which to store
the firefighting equipment.


Accounts Receivable System. Includes language allowing the Department to use
$147,500 from the Reforestation of Timberlands Program in FY 2015 for the
agency’s accounts receivable system. A corresponding amendment in HB/SB 29
provides $92,500 for the system. This usage was approved by the 2013 General
Assembly but because of project delays, the timing has been adjusted as the
majority of the costs will now be in FY 2015.
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