
 
 

 
2026 Special Session I
  Budget Bill - HB30 (Chapter) 
Bill Order » Office of Health and Human Resources » Item 299

Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services

 
Authority: Title 16.1, Article 18, and Title 37.2, Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, and Title 2.2, Chapters 26 and 53 Code
of Virginia; P.L. 102-119, Federal Code. 
 
A. The Commissioner, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall, at the beginning of
each fiscal year, establish the current capacity for each facility within the system. When a facility becomes full, the
commissioner or his designee shall give notice of the fact to all sheriffs. 
 
B. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall identify and create opportunities for
public-private partnerships and develop the incentives necessary to establish and maintain an adequate supply of
acute-care psychiatric beds for children and adolescents. 
 
C. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, in cooperation with the Department of
Juvenile Justice, where appropriate, shall identify and create opportunities for public-private partnerships and
develop the incentives necessary to establish and maintain an adequate supply of residential beds for the
treatment of juveniles with behavioral health treatment needs, including those who are developmentally disabled,
aggressive, or sex offenders, and those juveniles who need short-term crisis stabilization but not psychiatric
hospitalization. 
 
D. Out of this appropriation, $730,788 the first year and $730,788 the second year from the general fund shall be

VIRGINIA STATE BUDGET

Item 299 First Year - FY2027 Second Year - FY2028

Administrative and Support Services (49900) $179,457,986 $175,542,986

General Management and Direction (49901) $25,298,860 $25,383,860

Information Technology Services (49902) $52,019,547 $52,019,547

Architectural and Engineering Services (49904) $2,832,651 $2,832,651

Collection and Locator Services (49905) $3,779,938 $3,779,938

Human Resources Services (49914) $839,029 $839,029

Planning and Evaluation Services (49916) $3,626 $3,626

Program Development and Coordination (49933) $94,684,335 $90,684,335

Fund Sources:

General $121,644,714 $117,729,714

Special $18,502,337 $18,502,337

Dedicated Special Revenue $7,479,654 $7,479,654

Federal Trust $31,831,281 $31,831,281



provided for placement and restoration services for juveniles found to be incompetent to stand trial pursuant to
Title 16.1, Chapter 11, Article 18, Code of Virginia. 
 
E. Out of this appropriation, $50,000 the first year and $50,000 the second year from the general fund shall be used
to pay for legal and medical examinations needed for individuals living in the community and in need of
guardianship services. 
 
F. Out of this appropriation, $554,975 the first year and $554,975 the second year from the general fund shall be
provided for clinical evaluations and court testimony on behalf of the state for individuals being considered for
civil commitment or conditional release as a sexually violent predator and who will be referred to the Commitment
Review Committee for psycho-sexual evaluations prior to the state seeking civil commitment. 
 
G. Out of this appropriation, $4,659,066 the first year and $4,659,066 the second year from the general fund shall
be provided for conditional release services, including treatment, and costs associated with contracting with Global
Positioning System service to closely monitor the movements of individuals who are civilly committed to the
sexually violent predator program but conditionally released as provided by the Department of Corrections,
outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding between the two agencies and pursuant to § 37.2-912 of the Code
of Virginia. 
 
H. Out of this appropriation, $146,871 the first year and $146,871 the second year from the general fund shall be
used to operate a real-time reporting system for public and private acute psychiatric beds in the Commonwealth. 
 
I. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall submit a report to the Governor and the
Chairs of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees no later than December 1
of each year for the preceding fiscal year that provides information on the operation of Virginia's publicly funded
behavioral health and developmental services system. The report shall include a brief narrative and data on the
numbers of individuals receiving state facility services or Community Services Boards (CSB) services, including
purchased inpatient psychiatric services, the types and amounts of services received by these individuals, and CSB
and state facility service capacities, staffing, revenues, and expenditures. Additionally, the report shall include
information on the cost of each Program for Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) team, the cost per individual
served and the cost effectiveness of each team in diverting individuals from state and local hospitalization and
stabilizing individuals in the community. The annual report also shall describe major new initiatives implemented
during the past year and shall provide information on the accomplishment of systemic outcome and performance
measures during the year. 
 
J. Out of this appropriation, $500,000 the first year and $500,000 the second year from the general fund shall be
used for a comprehensive statewide suicide prevention program. The Commissioner of the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, in collaboration with the Departments of Health, Education,
Veterans Services, Aging and Rehabilitative Services, and other partners shall develop and implement a statewide
program of public education, evidence-based training, health and behavioral health provider capacity-building,
and related suicide prevention activity. 
 
K.1. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, in collaboration with the Department of
Medical Assistance Services, shall provide a detailed report for each fiscal year on the budget, expenditures and
number of recipients for each specific intellectual disability (ID) and developmental disability (DD) service
provided through the Medicaid program or other programs in the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services. This report shall also include the overall budget and expenditures for the ID, DD and Day
Support waivers separately. The Department of Medical Assistance Services shall provide the necessary
information to the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services within 90 days of the end of each
fiscal year. This information shall be published on the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Services' website by December 1 of each year. 
 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/37.2-912/


2. As part of the annual report, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall report the
number of waiver slots, by waiver, that became available for reallocation during the previous fiscal year. In
addition, the department shall report on the allocation of emergency waiver slots and reserve slots, which shall
include how many slots were allocated in the year and for which waiver. The information on reserve slots shall
indicate for which waiver the reserve slot was used and the waiver from which the individual moved that was
granted the slot. Furthermore, the report shall show the allocations by each Community Services Board from new
waiver slots, emergency slots and reserve slots for the previous fiscal year. 
 
3. As part of the annual report, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall report the
number of new slots for the previous fiscal year that were allocated by Community Services Boards and of those
how many individuals are accessing waiver services. This information shall be published on the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services' website by December 1 of each year. 
 
L. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall, in any fiscal year that new
developmental disability waiver slots are authorized in this act, allocate such slots to the Community Services
Boards and a Behavioral Health Authority by the first day of the fiscal year, such that the slots can be assigned to
eligible individuals on the Priority One waiting list to access services as soon as possible. 
 
M. Effective July 1, 2015, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall not charge any fee
to Community Services Boards or private providers for use of the knowledge center, an online training system. 
 
N. Out of this appropriation, $600,000 the first year and $600,000 the second year from the general fund shall be
used to provide mental health first aid training and certification to recognize and respond to mental or emotional
distress. Funding shall be used to cover the cost of personnel dedicated to this activity, training, manuals, and
certification for all those receiving the training. 
 
O. Out of this appropriation, $752,170 the first year and $752,170 the second year from the general fund is
provided to establish community support teams responsible for the development and oversight of a continuum of
integrated community settings for individuals leaving state hospitals. 
 
P. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the Department of Medical Assistance
Services shall recognize Certified Employment Support Professional (CESP) and Association of Community
Rehabilitation Educators (ACRE) certifications in lieu of competency requirements for supported employment staff
in the developmental disability Medicaid waiver programs to allow providers that are Department of Aging and
Rehabilitative Services (DARS) vendors that hold a national three-year accreditation from the National Council on
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) to be deemed qualified to meet employment competency
requirements. 
 
Q. The Department of General Services, in cooperation with the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services, shall work with James City County to identify a minimum of 10 acres on the Eastern State
Hospital site for the location of a new facility for Colonial Behavioral Health, which may or may not include a joint
facility with Olde Towne Medical Center. The subject acres shall be transferred to James City County upon such
terms and conditions as may be agreed to by the parties. 
 
R.1. Out of this appropriation, $75,000 the first year and $75,000 the second year from the general fund is provided
for compensation to individuals who were involuntarily sterilized pursuant to the Virginia Eugenical Sterilization
Act and who were living as of February 1, 2015. Any funds that are appropriated but remain unspent at the end of
the fiscal year shall be carried forward into the subsequent fiscal year in order to provide compensation to
individuals who qualify for compensation. 
 
2. A claim may be submitted on behalf of an individual by a person lawfully authorized to act on the individual's
behalf. A claim may be submitted by the estate of or personal representative of an individual who died on or after



February 1, 2015. 
 
3. Reimbursement shall be contingent on the individual or their representative providing appropriate
documentation and information to certify the claim under guidelines established by the department. 
 
4. Reimbursement per verified claim shall be $25,000 and shall be contingent on funding being available, with
disbursements being prioritized based on the date at which sufficient documentation is provided. 
 
5. Should the funding provided in the paragraph be exhausted prior to the end of the fiscal year, the department
may use available special fund revenue balances to provide compensation. The department shall report to the
Governor and the Chairs of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees on a
quarterly basis on the number of additional individuals who have applied. 
 
S. The Department of Behavioral Health and Development Services and the Department of Medical Assistance
Services shall not implement the proposed individualized supports budget process for the Medicaid Community
Living, Family and Individual Support and Building Independence Waiver programs without the explicit
authorization of the General Assembly through legislation or authorizing budget language. 
 
T. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall work with the Fairfax-Falls Church
Community Services Board, and the provider, to ensure that future openings for the Miller House in Falls Church
allow residents of Falls Church, that have been allocated a developmental disability waiver slot, be given first
choice in the Miller House, if the group home is appropriate to meet their needs. In addition, the department shall
work with the Community Services Board and the City of Falls Church to explore options for establishing a special
allocation within the Community Services Board allocation of waiver slots for Falls Church residents who are on
the Priority One waiting list and could live in the Miller House when future openings occur in the group home. 
 
U. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall report a detailed accounting, annually,
of the agency's organization and operations. This report shall include an organizational chart that shows all full-
and part-time positions (by job title) employed by the agency as well as the current management structure and unit
responsibilities. The report shall also provide a summary of organization changes implemented over the previous
year. The report shall be made available on the department's website by August 15 of each year. 
 
V. Out of this appropriation, $150,000 the first year and $150,000 the second year from the general fund is provided
to support substance use disorder treatment utilizing appropriate, long-acting, injectable prescription drug
treatment regimens ("treatment") used in conjunction with specialty dockets. Such treatment may be utilized in
approved specialty dockets. In allocating such funding, the department shall consider the rate of fatalities within
the locality, whether a specialty docket is available and whether such program utilizes medication-assisted
treatment. The specialty dockets utilizing this funding shall use these resources to support provider fees,
counseling, monitoring services, medication management, and the cost of medication for participants for whom
the costs of treatment services would not otherwise be covered. The Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services shall submit a report to the Chairs of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance and
Appropriations Committees no later than December 1 of each year for the preceding fiscal year that provides
information on the number of participants, the number of specialty dockets that utilized the funding and the
number of treatments administered. Any adult specialty docket that accesses this funding shall provide all
necessary information to the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to prepare this report. 
 
W. Out of this appropriation, $940,000 the first year and $940,000 the second year from the general fund shall be
provided to Commonwealth Autism Services to assist in coordination of services for people with developmental
disabilities in regard to autism assessments and services in Virginia. 
 
X. Out of this appropriation, $1,675,000 the first year and $1,675,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for a contract with the Virginia Health Care Foundation for a program to remove barriers to the mental



health workforce, including the payment of supervisory hours for those individuals seeking degrees in social work
and counseling. 
 
Y. Out of this appropriation $900,000 the first year and $900,000 the second year from the general fund shall be
provided for a contract with the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth to create a statewide marijuana and
cannabis use prevention campaign to prevent underage use. 
 
Z. Out of this appropriation, $1,026,000 the first year and $1,026,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for geriatric behavioral specialists to provide training and consultative services and support. 
 
AA.1. Out of this appropriation, $2,171,214 the first year and $2,171,214 the second year from the Crisis Call
Center Fund is appropriated for costs associated with the operation of the 988 crisis call center. 
 
2. Of the amounts provided in this Item or Item 301 for the 988 crisis call center, up to $75,000 per year may be
directed to the Mental Health Virginia Warmline, a peer support line that reduces the 988 crisis call center volume,
at the discretion of the Commissioner, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. 
 
BB. Out of this appropriation, $101,970 the first year and $101,970 the second year shall be used for tobacco
retailer compliance inspections to be performed pursuant to a contract with the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage
Control Authority. 
 
CC. Out of this appropriation, $15,000,000 the first year and $15,000,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS), in collaboration with the
Department of Education, to (i) provide grants to contract with federally qualified health centers, or other
healthcare organizations, to establish school-based health clinics, including mobile clinics, to serve students and
their families, as well as school staff. These clinics shall provide mental health services, primary medical care, and
other health services in schools; or (ii) to allow school districts to contract with a mental telehealth or in person
provider or direct funding to cover costs of current contractual agreements with a mental telehealth provider. The
departments shall ensure that contracted organizations have the capability to bill third party insurers or public
programs for services provided. DBHDS shall report on grants awarded to the Chairs of the House Appropriations
and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees by December 1 of each year. 
 
DD.1. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall report annually, by September 1 of
each year, on the revenue collections, expenditures and allocations of the Problem Gambling Treatment and
Support Fund for the prior fiscal year to the Department of Planning and Budget and the Chairs of the House
Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees. 
 
2. This report shall include allocations to the Community Services Boards and include a description of the purposes
for which the funding is being used. 
 
EE. Effective July 1, 2023, the Department of Medical Assistance Services shall be responsible for all aspects of rate
setting for Developmental Disability waiver services, which includes developing, analyzing, modifying, rebasing or
implementing such rates. 
 
FF. Out of this appropriation, $2,585,000 the first year and $2,585,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to contract with the Virginia Crisis
Intervention Team Coalition to facilitate expansion of de-escalation training and skilled knowledge of behavioral
health laws and regulations. 
 
GG. Out of this appropriation, $210,000 the first year and $210,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided to support the costs of clinically managed low-intensity residential services (ASAM 3.1), clinically
managed high-intensity residential services (ASAM 3.5), or medically monitored high-intensity inpatient services



(ASAM 3.7) for youth and adolescents with serious mental illness or substance use disorder who may otherwise
require inpatient hospitalization. 
 
HH. Out of this appropriation, $400,000 the first year and $400,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for clinical support to Chesterfield Recovery Academy. 
 
II. Out of this appropriation, $200,000 the first year and $200,000 the second year from the Opioid Abatement
Fund, established pursuant to § 2.2-2374, Code of Virginia, is provided for central office administrative functions
for the Opioid Abatement Authority. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall enter
into a memorandum of understanding with the Opioid Abatement Authority to outline the administrative and
technical assistance to be provided. 
 
JJ.1. Out of this appropriation, $7,500,000 the first year and $7,500,000 the second year from the general fund shall
be provided to support the Virginia Community Services Board (CSB) workforce. The Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) shall allocate the funding based on the size of the CSB or behavioral
health authority's workforce. The funding may be used to support paid internships and scholarship opportunities
for students or staff earning behavioral health or other relevant certifications and degrees at two- and four-year
colleges and universities and other educational career development settings, to cover clinical supervision hours,
for reimbursement for the costs of obtaining licenses, certification, and exams necessary for employment in
relevant careers, to provide loan repayment, and other initiatives that may assist in growing the CSB workforce. 
 
2. Each CSB or behavioral health authority shall submit a plan by August 1 of each year, detailing the strategies and
associated costs on how they propose to use their allocated funds. DBHDS shall review and ensure that the plans
are reasonable and consistent with the requirements of paragraph JJ.1. and will assist in efforts to support the
CSB's workforce. The department shall distribute the funding by no later than October 1 of each year. Based on the
submitted plans, the department is authorized to transfer an amount necessary to cover loan repayment proposals
that would otherwise be provided through the state's Behavioral Health Loan Repayment Program, if such program
has insufficient funds to cover the loan repayment costs submitted in the CSBs' plans. The Department of Planning
and Budget is authorized to transfer appropriation from this Item if DBHDS has indicated such transfer would be
necessary to ensure the loan repayment proposals are funded through the Behavioral Health Loan Repayment
Program. 
 
KK.1. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) shall report annually by
December 1 of each year on (i) Community Services Boards (CSB) performance in improving the functioning levels
of its consumers based on composite and individual item scores from the DLA-20 assessment, or results from
another comparable assessment, by CSB, (ii) changes in CSB performance in improving consumer functioning
levels over time, by CSB, (iii) any substantial underperformance or non-compliance and associated enforcement
actions, and (iv) the use of functional assessment data by the DBHDS to improve CSB performance to the State
Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, the Behavioral Health Commission, and each CSB
governing board. 
 
2. DBHDS shall report annually to the State Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the
Behavioral Health Commission on average salaries, turnover, and vacancy rates by position type across CSBs. 
 
LL. Pursuant to the provisions of legislation passed in the 2024 General Assembly, the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services shall cover an individual's expenses if the individual is placed in an assisted
living facility, nursing home, group home, or similar placements as part of the pilot program and there is no other
public or private assistance available to them. 
 
MM. Out of this appropriation, $770,000 the first year and $770,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided to improve clinical and financial tracking of Discharge Assistance Planning funds and Local Inpatient
Purchase of Services funds through the use of an information technology solution. 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-2374/


 
NN. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department may continue to extend its current contract for
electronic health records, including modifications as necessary, until July 1, 2034 or until the contract no longer
meets the needs of the system, whichever is sooner, in order to reduce disruption of service to patients served by
state mental health and developmental disability facilities. 
 
OO. Out of this appropriation, $1,600,000 the first year and $1,600,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for the costs of the Community Services Board data exchange. 
 
PP. Out of this appropriation, $250,000 the first year from the general fund shall be provided to contract with
Service Dogs of Virginia in order to support the development of a dedicated training center to increase the capacity
to provide service dogs for individuals with disabilities. 
 
QQ. Out of this appropriation, $120,000 the first year and $455,000 the second year from the general fund is
provided for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to create statewide standards for
recovery residences, develop a complaint process, and collect necessary data regarding recovery residences. 
 
RR. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) shall identify strategies to
incentivize Community Services Boards (CSBs) to serve more individuals subject to an Emergency Custody Order
(ECO) or Temporary Detention Order (TDO) in Crisis Receiving Centers (CRCs) and Crisis Stabilization Units
(CSUs) that currently exist or that are under development/consideration. In conducting its work, DBHDS shall
consider what changes to training, staffing, infrastructure, operational protocols, and other capabilities may be
necessary for crisis facilities to serve individuals under an ECO or TDO by modeling a “no-barrier" approach to
crisis services. For purposes of this evaluation, “no-barrier" facilities should be able to support rapid law-
enforcement drop-off; admit individuals regardless of voluntary or involuntary status; safely serve individuals with
high-acuity symptoms, including those exhibiting aggressive behaviors; and provide medical clearance for most
individuals. No-barrier facilities may include a Crisis Intervention Team Assessment Center as part of their
operation but must be capable of admitting individuals under an ECO or TDO directly to their CRC or CSU. DBHDS
shall also: (i) assess the extent to which existing CRCs and CSUs can be retrofitted or modified to safely adopt a no-
barrier approach to crisis services; (ii) estimate the cost of retrofitting or upgrading existing facilities and compare
to the estimated cost of building new facilities capable of supporting a no-barrier model; (iii) evaluate the need for
additional personnel and/or enhanced staff training required to safely operate a no-barrier facility; (iv) estimate
the cost of any required staffing increases or training enhancements; (v) estimate the number of ECOs and TDOs
that could be appropriately served in CRCs and CSUs operating under a no-barrier model; and (vi) determine any
additional capacity that may be required to safely and appropriately serve individuals under an ECO or TDO while
maintaining adequate access for voluntary patients. DBHDS shall submit its findings and recommendations to the
Chairs of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees and the Behavioral Health
Commission no later than December 1, 2027. 
 
SS. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) shall examine alternatives to the
current 10 percent local match requirement created by §§ 37.2-509 and 37.2-611, Code of Virginia, and create
recommendations for: (i) a formula for calculating the required annual local match amount, which accounts for
regional funds; the timing mismatch between state and local budgeting; the variation in localities' fiscal situations,
and any other characteristics that may result in inequitable matching requirements among localities; (ii) a
standardized formula for dividing contributions between localities within a multi-jurisdictional Community
Services Board; (iii) enforcement mechanisms to be used by DBHDS or other state entities when the required match
is not met by a locality; and (iv) an estimate of the budget impact of adopting the department's recommendations
on the state and local governments. DBHDS shall report its recommendations to the Chairs of the House
Appropriations and Senate Finance and Appropriations Committees by November 1, 2027. 
 
TT. Out of this appropriation, $1,500,000 the first year from the general fund shall be provided to contract with
Bennett's Village to support the development of a regional all-abilities playground in Charlottesville. 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/37.2-509/
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UU. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall include in the annual performance
contracts with Community Services Boards (CSBs) and Behavioral Health Authorities (BHAs) a requirement that
each CSB and BHA shall maximize billing of Medicaid services provided to Medicaid-eligible clients and report to
the department on total Medicaid revenue each year. The department shall monitor the Medicaid revenue of each
CSB and BHA on at least an annual basis to assess whether or not the CSB or BHA is meeting the contractual terms. 
 
VV. Out of this appropriation, $2,500,000 the first year from the general fund is provided to the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to support comprehensive psychiatric emergency programs or
similar models of psychiatric care. Projects may include public-private partnerships to include contracts with
private entities. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, contracts entered into pursuant to this paragraph
shall be exempt from competition as otherwise required by the Virginia Public Procurement Act, pursuant to § 2.2-
4300, Code of Virginia. 
 
 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-4300/
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