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Authority: Title 23.1, Chapter 15, Code of Virginia. 
 
A. This Item includes general and nongeneral fund appropriations to support institutional initiatives that help
meet statewide goals as described in the Restructured Higher Education Financial and Administrative Operations
Act of 2005 (Chapters 933 and 945, 2005 Acts of Assembly). 
 
B. Out of this appropriation, an amount estimated at $289,614 the first year and $289,614 the second year from the
general fund and $124,120 the first year and $124,120 the second year from nongeneral funds are designated for
the educational telecommunications project to provide graduate engineering education. For supplemental budget
requests, the participating institutions and centers jointly shall submit a report in support of such requests to the
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia for review and recommendation to the Governor and General
Assembly. 
 
C. Out of this appropriation, $459,125 the first year and $459,125 the second year from the general fund is
designated for the School for Conflict Resolution. 
 
D. As Virginia's public colleges and universities approach full funding of the base adequacy guidelines and as the
General Assembly strives to fully fund the general fund share of the base adequacy guidelines, these funds are
provided with the intent that, in exercising their authority to set tuition and fees, the Board of Visitors shall take
into consideration the impact of escalating college costs for Virginia students and families. In accordance with the
cost-sharing goals set forth in § 4-2.01 b. of this act, the Board of Visitors is encouraged to limit increases on
tuition and mandatory educational and general fees for in-state, undergraduate students to the extent possible. 

VIRGINIA STATE BUDGET

Item 148 First Year - FY2027 Second Year - FY2028

Educational and General Programs (10000) $862,778,781 $851,660,378

Higher Education Instruction (100101) $495,074,650 $489,109,764

Higher Education Research (100102) $16,175,522 $16,022,743

Higher Education Public Services (100103) $3,423,804 $3,413,176

Higher Education Academic (100104) $140,547,547 $138,968,637

Higher Education Student Services (100105) $52,651,972 $52,167,377

Higher Education Institutional Support (100106) $87,461,461 $85,625,842

Operation and Maintenance Of Plant (100107) $67,443,825 $66,352,839

Fund Sources:

General $282,317,869 $281,617,869

Higher Education Operating $580,460,912 $570,042,509



 
E. Out of this appropriation, $50,000 the first year and $50,000 the second year from the general fund is designated
to support the Potomac Science Center. 
 
F. Out of this appropriation, $400,000 the first year and $400,000 the second year from the general fund is
designated to develop a pathway program to attract and train veterans for cyber security careers. 
 
G. The 4-VA, a public-private partnership among George Mason University, James Madison University, the
University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, Old Dominion University, Virginia Military Institute, Virginia Commonwealth
University, the College of William and Mary, and CISCO Systems, Inc., utilizes emerging technologies to promote
collaboration and resource sharing to increase access, reduce time to graduation and reduce unit cost while
maintaining and enhancing quality. Instructional talent across the eight institutions is leveraged in the delivery of
programs in foreign languages, science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The 4-VA Management Board
can expand this partnership to additional institutions as appropriate to meet the goals of the 4-VA initiative. It is
expected that funding will be pooled by the management board as required to support continuing efforts of the 4-
VA priorities and projects. 
 
H. 1. Out of this appropriation, $4,685,320 the first year and $4,685,320 the second year from the general fund is
designated to address increased degree production in Data Science and Technology, Science and Engineering,
Healthcare, and Education. 
 
2. Degree production shall be measured for Bachelors, Masters, Doctorates and First Professional awards as
follows: 
 
a. Data Science and Technology awards shall be based on completion data contained in the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia, C-16 completion report; 
 
b. Science and Engineering awards shall be based on completion data contained in the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia (SCHEV), C-1 A1 completion report for the following programs Biological and Biomedical
Science (26), Engineering (14) less those already counted in paragraph 2 a., Engineering Technologies (15), and
Physical Sciences (40); 
 
c. Healthcare awards shall be based on completion data contained in the SCHEV C-1 A1 completion report for the
Health Professions and Related Programs (51); and 
 
d. Education awards shall be based on completion data contained in the SCHEV C-1 A1 completion report for the
Education Programs (13). 
 
3. George Mason University is expected to maintain increases in: 
 
a. Data Science and Technology awards of 50 annually over the base year. 
 
b. Science and Engineering awards of 35 annually over the base year. 
 
c. Healthcare awards of 35 annually over the base year. 
 
d. Education awards of 40 annually over the base year. 
 
e. The 2016-17 year will serve as the base year for these purposes. 
 
4. SCHEV shall report on the progress toward these goals to the Chairmen of the House Appropriations and Senate
Finance and Appropriations Committees annually. 



 
I. Out of this appropriation $50,000 the first year and $50,000 the second year from the general fund is designated
for campus lighting, generators and other infrastructure at the School for Conflict Resolution at the Point of View
facility. 
 
J. The Board of Visitors of George Mason University may participate in a joint venture or innovation agreement
with an individual, corporation, governmental body or agency, partnership, association, or other entity to develop
and deliver new, collaborative distance learning and technology-based instruction programs for traditional and
non-traditional students, including veterans and military personnel. The Board may create or operate such entity
accordingly. In the course of any venture or agreement, the Board may authorize a pilot and implementation of
distance learning and technology-based instruction programs that are aligned with and responsive to the
educational and workforce needs of traditional and non-traditional students. If the Board determines it is
necessary to the development and delivery of distance learning and technology-based instruction programs, the
Board may create or assist in the creation of; own in whole or in part or otherwise control; participate in or with
any entities, public or private; and purchase, receive, subscribe for, own, use, employ, sell, pledge or otherwise
acquire or dispose of (i) shares or obligations of, or interests in, any entity organized for any purpose within or
outside the Commonwealth and (ii) obligations of any person or corporation. Prior to the execution of any joint
venture or innovation agreement, George Mason University shall formally seek and receive approval from the State
Council of Higher Education for Virginia and report on whether there will be any impact on current or future
operations of the Online Virginia Network Authority. 
 
K. The appropriation for the fund source Higher Education Operating in this Item shall be considered a sum
sufficient appropriation, which is an estimate of the amount of revenues to be collected for the educational and
general program under the terms of the management agreement between George Mason University and the
Commonwealth, as set forth in Chapters 76 and 77, 2021 Acts of Assembly, Special Session I. 
 
L. George Mason University is authorized to host the State Climate Office to develop and deliver data, analyses,
assessments and expertise about Virginia's weather and climate related impacts, risks and risk management
options to state and local government agencies, businesses, and communities of place or practice in the
Commonwealth. The State Climate Office will serve as a representative to national meteorological, climatological,
and hydrological associations to better leverage federal agency partnerships and interstate collaboration to address
real-time weather and climate challenges. 
 
M. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, George Mason University is authorized to explore, negotiate, and if
deemed appropriate, enter into a public-private partnership with Averett University or a successor entity for the
purpose of meeting the demands of a rapidly growing economy in Southern Virginia, by increasing access to both
undergraduate and graduate level higher education, enhancing workforce training and career pathways, and
supporting economic development in Southern Virginia. This authorization is contingent upon the availability of
resources, including funding from one or more of the following sources, individually or in combination from (a) GO
Virginia Region 3 (Southern Virginia) or other regions of Go Virginia; (b) the Virginia Tobacco Region
Revitalization Commission; (c) the Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority (VEDP); (d) Danville
Regional Foundation; (e) Future of the Piedmont Foundation; (f) Southern Virginia Regional Alliance (SVRA); or
(g) any other trusts, foundations, philanthropic organizations, local governments, or private entities or businesses. 
 
N. Out of this appropriation, $500,000 the first year from the general fund is provided for the development and
scaling of the AI Innovation Nexus. George Mason University shall coordinate with efforts taken by other Virginia
universities, the Commonwealth Artificial Intelligence Institute, and existing public-private partnerships, such as
the Spark Institute of the Southeastern Universities Research Association Doing Business for Jefferson Science
Associates, LLC, the Commonwealth Cyber Initiative, and the Monarch Sphere Partnership. 
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