VIRGINIA STATE BUDGET

2015 Session

Budget Bill - HB1400 (Chapter 665)

Bill Order » Office of Transportation » ltem 439
Department of Rail and Public Transportation

Item 439 First Year - FY2015 Second Year - FY2016
Financial Assistance for Public Transportation (60900) $396,860,779 $407;366;035
$432,366,035
Public Transportation Programs (60901) $376,925,801 $387:444;237
$412,414,287
Congestion Management Programs (60902) $13,344,000 $13,344,000
Human Service Transportation Programs (60903) $6,590,978 $6,607,748
Fund Sources:
Special $838,520 $855,290
Commonwealth Transportation $396,022,259 $406;510:745
$431,510,745

Authority: Titles 33.1 and 58.1, Code of Virginia.

A.1. Except as provided in Item 441, the Commonwealth Transportation Board shall allocate all monies in the
Commonwealth Mass Transit Fund, as provided in § 58.1-638, Code of Virginia. The total appropriation for the
Commonwealth Mass Transit Fund is $237,748,173 the first year and $248,236,659 the second year from the
Transportation Trust Fund. From these funds, the following estimated allocations shall be made:

a. $177,424,325 the first year and $184,983,594 the second year to statewide Operating Assistance as provided in §
58.1-638, Code of Virginia.

b. $52,251,293 the first year and $55,136,665 the second year from the Commonwealth Mass Transit Fund to
statewide Capital Assistance.

c. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph A.1.a and A.1.b. of this Item, prior to the annual adoption of the
Six-Year Improvement Program, the Commonwealth Transportation Board may allocate funding from the
Commonwealth Mass Transit Fund to implement the transit and transportation demand management
improvements identified for the I-95 corridor. Such costs shall include only direct transit capital and operating
costs as well as transportation demand management activities. Costs associated with additional park and ride lots
required to be funded by the Commonwealth under the provisions of the Comprehensive Agreement for the
Interstate 95 High Occupancy Toll Lanes project shall be borne by the Department of Transportation as set out in
Item 446 of this act.

2. Included in this Item is $1,500,000 the first year and $1,500,000 the second year from the Commonwealth Mass
Transit Trust Fund. These allocations are designated for “paratransit” capital projects and enhanced transportation
services for the elderly and disabled.

3. a. From the amounts appropriated in this Item from the Commonwealth Mass Transit Fund, $6,302,555 the first
year and $6,616,400 the second year is the estimated allocation to statewide Special Programs as provided in §
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58.1-638, Code of Virginia.

b. From the amounts provided for Special Programs, the Commonwealth Transportation Board shall operate a
program entitled the Transportation Efficiency Improvement Fund (TEIF). The purpose of the TEIF program is to
reduce traffic congestion by supporting transportation demand management programs and projects designed to
reduce the movement of passengers and freight on Virginia's highway system.

4. Not included in this appropriation is an amount estimated at $26,130,677 the first year and $26;136;677
$25,515,975 the second year allocated to transit agencies from federal sources for the Surface Transportation
Program (STP) and the Minimum Guarantee program.

B. 1. Funds from a stable and reliable source, as required in Public Law 96-184, as amended, are to be provided to
Metro from payments authorized and allocated in this program and pursuant to §§ 58.1-1720 and 58.1-2295, Code
of Virginia. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, funds allocated to Metro under this program may be
disbursed by the Department of Rail and Public Transportation directly to Metro or to any other transportation
entity that has an agreement to provide funding to Metro as deemed appropriate by the Department. In appointing
the Virginia members of the board of directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA),
the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission shall include the Secretary of Transportation or his designee as
a principal member on the WMATA board of directors.

2. To ensure that all revenues provided to support the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)
are used efficiently and appropriately, the WMATA Board of Directors shall submit to the Director, Department of
Rail and Public Transportation, and the Chairmen of the House and Senate Transportation Committees and the
House Appropriations and Senate Finance Committees, a report on the actions taken to address all the
recommendations cited in the Federal Transit Administration of the U. S. Department of Transportation's "Full
Scope of Systems Review of the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority” dated June 10, 2014. Such reports
shall be submitted no more than 30 days after the close of each quarter of the fiscal year, and shall include any
further findings issued by the appropriate compliance officer of the Federal Transit Administration. In addition,
the WMATA Board of Directors shall provide, immediately upon its issuance, a copy of the audited financial
statements for FY 2014 and shall submit a plan to remedy any deficiencies within 30 days of receipt of the report.

C. All Commonwealth Mass Transit Funds appropriated for Financial Assistance for Public Transportation shall be
used only for public transportation purposes as defined by the Federal Transit Administration or outlined in § 58.1-
638 A.4.orin § 58.1-638 A.5., Code of Virginia.

D. It is the intent of the General Assembly that no transit operating assistance funding be used to support any new
transit system or route at a level higher than such project would be eligible for under the allocation formula set out
in § 58.1-638 A 4. e., Code of Virginia, beyond the first two years of its operation.

E. Prior to November 15, 2015, the Director of the Department of Rail and Public Transportation shall report to the
Chairmen of the House Appropriations and Transportation Committees and the Senate Finance and Transportation
Committees on the feasibility of increasing utilization of private operators and independent contractors, including
but not limited to transportation network companies, in the provision of paratransit services throughout the
Commonwealth. Included in this assessment, the Department shall determine the potential costs and feasibility of,
as well as identify potential liability and risks associated with, increasing the provision of paratransit services
through private providers.
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